


DC Shorts 2011 by the numbers....

$290K+ was spent by festival organizers, the audience and filmmakers in the Penn Quarter 

neighborhood over the course of 3 days of competition and 8 days of general screenings.
 
145 films were screened from 23 countries, which were selected from more than 1,200 entries.  132 

filmmakers attended the event from 6 countries and 12 states.
 
7,266 tickets were sold -- an increase of 38% over 2010.  In addition, 59 VIP passes were purchased 

for the 17 competition screenings, of which 6 were sold out.  
 
1,485 people attended "Best of DC Shorts" screenings.
 
Filmmakers stayed in 49 hotel rooms and 14 private homes during the competition weekend, resulting 

in over $29,253 in hotel and transportation charges.
 
The Celebrity Party at Madam Tussauds was attended by more than 280 guests, who consumed 550 

mini burgers and pizza rolls, and ate 6 cheese platters .
 
510 film lovers purchased tickets the Brazilian Carnival at Artisphere and Heritage Center, consuming 

2,100 hors d'oeuvres, 4 kegs of beer, 67 bottles of wine and 24 bottles of rum.  1 band, 8 dancers, 1 

DJ and 27 drummers performed in an evening of music, dance, film and frolicking,
 
137 "feed-a-filmmaker" passes were distributed to visiting filmmakers, who ate 198 meals at our 

sponsors' restaurants, leaving $356 worth of tips, and consuming an additional $4,22 worth of food 

and beverages.
 
3,920 audience members also purchased meals in Penn Quarter, eating $70,447 worth of food and 

beverages, spending $10,567 in gratuities.
 
5,850 attendees arrived by Metro, with an average of  $8,775 of fares purchased. Another 177 

people parked their cars — many in area garages, totaling $770 in parking charges.  There was a 14% 

decrease in the use of cars to arrive to the festival -- making for a greener audience!  
 
20,000 postcards and 50,000 catalogs — all with sponsors' logos — were distributed at more than 

87 restaurants and 70 shops in the neighborhood, and handed out to 1,200 people at Arts-On-Foot 

and the H Street Festival.
 
34,811 people visited our web site, dcshorts.com, during the week, viewing 125,347 pages, 

including 914 hits to the listing of sponsors, resulting in 477 clicks through to their web sites.
 
Our media machine was able to generate an additional 17 newspaper articles, 16 community and 

newspaper listings, 3 segments on radio and TV,  and 47 blog entries consisting of listings and full 

articles/reviews.  Our total media coverage reached an total audience of more than 3,750,000 unique 

individuals.

Information compiled  from after-event surveys to audience members, filmmakers and festival staff.  Numbers are averages and have been calculated from sample data.



Summary of the Events

Opening Night Screening and VIP Reception
On Thursday, we welcomed more than 130 filmmakers and 270 audience members to the opening 

night screening which showed in two venues.  Heavy rains dampened the attendance at Artisphere, 

while moviegoers braved the storms and decended upon E Street Cinema.  The local crowdpleaser, "A 

Menina Espantalho (Scarecrow Girl)" and the sexy "Cataplexy" took home the Audience Favorite awards 

for the night.   After the screenings, filmmakers and VIP badge holders attended a cocktail reception at 

the private Gibson Guitar showroom in Chinatown, where they had the first opportunity to meet and 

socialize.  Manyof the visiting filmmakers continued the celebration with an informal after party in the 

neighborhood.

Celebrity Party
More than 280 revelers attended the Celebrity Party hosted by Madame Tussauds. Dozens of wax figures 

loomed in the background, as guests munched on miniburgers and pizza rolls provided by Matchbox, 

cheese platters from Cowgirl Creamery and Rogue Creamery, and beverages by Stella Artois, 42 Below 

Vodka, Barefoot Wines and Honest Tea.  With Madame Tussaud's new emphasis on the Presidents Gallery, 

many of the guests took great delight in photographing thelmselves with Obama, Kennedy and Lincoln.

Filmmaker Seminars
DC Shorts was pleased to present seminars from Steve Bizenov of Showbiz Software, renowned indie 

filmmaker, Kelley Baker, and a special presentation by local film festival directors.  More than 190 visiting 

and local filmmakers, college students and industry professionals attended each presentation, and 

learned about film distribution, budgeting, tips for creating a feature film on a budget of less than $5,000, 

and so much more. From our surveys, filmmakers felt that access to these seminars provided crucial 

information for their future projects. 

Friday and Saturday Screenings
Filmmakers were delighted to see that most of the weekend's shows were sold out, or played to near-

capacity.  The second venue (Artisphere) allowed us to accommodate more patrons.  In between 

screenings, filmmakers spent time at one of the many restaurants which participated in the Feed-a-

Filmmaker program.

The Brazilian Carnival
Have you ever been to Carnival?  Neither had we. Which is why we are recreated a Brazilian tradition at the 

area’s premiere arts space. Over 500 guests danced the night away with Alma Tropicalia (DC’s tribute to Brazil’s 

psychedelic pop movement from the 1960s), the all-female drum group Batala, DC’s own Carnival Queen Zezeh 

Zax, live Brazilian jazz with Elin, and more!  Whole Foods generously catered dozens of trays of fried plantains 

and other Brazilian delicacies, while special cocktails using the newly released Malibu Black Rum.  Stella Artois, 

Barefot Wines and Honest Tea rounded out the drink offerings.  

Free Family Films
The Free Family Screenings at three different screenings were attended by a record audience of over 442 

people.  Feedback from parents and kids about the films was enthusiastic.  



Awards Brunch
Hosted through the generosity of Clyde's of Gallery Place, more than 120 filmmakers and guests 

attended the Awards Brunch.  Prizes from Apple Computer, Showbiz Software, and ReadySteady, KVM 

Rentals and Whole Foods were distributed to the honored filmmakers.  The custom trophies created 

by the Washington Glass School were presented by festival founder, Jon Gann.  In total, 12 awards were 

presented (6 filmmaker awards and 6 Audience Favorites.)

Best of DC Shorts Screening
DC Shorts ended the week of film by presenting two different showcases of the award-winning films.  

Both evening shows played to sold-out houses — over 1,400 people attended!  As has become the 

tradition, we will present the showcases again during the winter months.

Live Script Reading
The DC Shorts Screenplay Competition is the highlight of the annual ScriptDC event — the region's 

largest screenwriting conference.  This project is a cooperative effort between DC Shorts, Women in Film & 

Video and the Actors' Center.   132 screenplays were received, and 5 finalists will be read in front of a live 

audience on October 15.  The audience chose their favorite script, the locally written "Mirror Image," and 

the winner received a $2,000 prize, and a guaranteed screening in DC Shorts 2011. 

Our Event Partners
Every year the DC Shorts Film Festival continues to build on its successes, and this year was no different. 

The festival has not only grown in size & duration, but we have also seen a significant increase in our 

support from partners. The relationships we foster with our sponsors are integral to our success and we 

are proud to have such great support from not just our returning sponsors  — but our new ones. 

New partners accounted for 43% of our partnerships, increasing our total from 38 partners in 2010 to 53!  

Many of our dedicated returning sponsors stepped up, increasing their involvement with the festival. We 

enjoyed working with them closely in not only supporting our festival but cross-promoting them as well. 

The festival increased partner visibility through various new promotions including "guerilla marketing" 

at other area arts events, street teams in local night hot-spots, and sample screenings are downtown bars 

and restaurants. Some sponsors increased their visibility through the sponsorship of awards featured at 

our Awards Brunch. 



Audience Feedback and Survey Results

Within a week of the festival, online surveys were completed by 174 audience members (a sample size of 

5.2%)  The percentages are followed by the number of respondents. 

What did you think of...

 EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR

General quality of the films  51% 42% 5% 1% 

Variety of the films  67 25 5 1 

Theatrical Venues 70 24 3 0 

Ticketing and Reservations  39 43 13 1

Quality of Projection  51 33 10 4 

Question & Answer Sessions  31 49 16 2 

Seminars and Classes 54 41 4 0

Celebrity Party 58 31 6 3

Brazilian Carnival 48 42 6 2

Festival Program Guide  46 43 8 1

dcshorts.com website  30 46 15 1

Social Media Outreach 27 54 18 0

Email blasts  24 49 20 1

Our Volunteers and Staff  58 38 2 0 

Our Sponsors  45 46 7 0

How did you find out about DC Shorts 2011?

dcshorts.com web site   26%

Festival Catalog or Postcard   9

On Tap Magazine (print or blog)  5

Washington Post or Express   22

Washington City Paper   10

Blogs or Listserves    13

Other newspaper or magazine  5

Email blast from dcshorts.com  19

Family, friend or filmmaker   20



Festival Demographics
Audience Members:    Filmmakers in Attendance:
37% Male     64% Male

62% Female     36% Female

38% are between the ages of 18-29   40% are between the ages of 18-29

23% between 30-39    40% between 30-39

19% between 40-50    12% between 40-50

52% live in Washington, DC    20% live in the Washington, DC metropolitan area

15% in Maryland     64% traveled from other cities in the US

25% in Virginia     16% traveled from outside the US

8% from out of the metropolitan area

Audience Maps
DC Shorts maps the addresses of all online ticketbuyers: 

 All audiences:  http://bit.ly/q2mSfR

 Artisphere:  http://bit.ly/psATVS

 Atlas Arts Center: http://bit.ly/ndhX1O

Media Coverage
Our media coordinator, Scott Circle Communications, was able to secure media coverage in dozens of 

newspapers, magazines, blogs and community listings. A complete list of our media coverage is available 

at dcshorts.com/news/in-the-news.  A summary of the outlets that covered DC Shorts 2011 are: 

  NEWSPAPERS & MAgAzINES    BLOgS    BROADCAST

 The Washington Post (multiple sections)  TBD.com    Comcast Newsmaker

 On Tap Magazine    Daily Candy   WUSA Morning Show

 Washington Flyer Magazine   Penn Quarter Living   NewsChannel 8/TBD.com

 Washingtonian Magazine   DCist    WAMU 

 The Express     GoingOutGuide   WTOP  

 DC Examiner     CultureCapital

       DC Urban Moms    

       DC Examiner 

       K Street Kate



Thoughts from Filmmakers

The festival was great! I only had screening at E-Street Cinema, which as a great facility. The audience 

was so kind and many people talked to me after the screenings. Loved to meet the festival staff and 

volunteers. Hotel was really good and, most important, my films had an excellent exposure. 

DC Shorts 2011 was really excellent in arranging events for filmmakers to get to know each other.  I also 

really appreciated how attentive and friendly the staff and volunteers were.  It was an excellent festival 

experience and I hope to return again in the future.

This is probably one of the best film festivals I've attended. Not only concerning the feedback to the 

filmmakers, but also the commitment of Jon Gann with the filmmakers and with the films presented. You 

can see there's a great passion in everything created by Jon to make this festival bigger and a very special 

one. 

I tought it was an excellent festival. The parties especially where amazing.

I found it an extremely well managed festival. I thought the standard of films was very high, which made 

me very proud as a filmmaker to be included in the line up.  I enjoyed the informal but very interesting Q 

& A sessions.  A filmmaker friendly festival; with the judges reports, the amazing discounts on hotels (and 

the option to stay for free), the events, and the friendliness of all of the staff and volunteers.  This really set 

it apart from other festivals I've attended.  

This was the most organized and most filmmaker friendly festival I've attended.  The extent to which Jon 

went out of his way to accommodate everyone was amazing, as were the fabulous parties, and great 

selection of shorts.  The free and discounted meals around DC were brilliant, as were the open bars at 

every party (can you tell I like free things?).  I thought the volunteers were always helpful and friendly and 

E Street Cinema definitely felt like home.  

We really enjoyed our time at the festival this year. This was our second time and it has definitely grown.  I 

think people who had their screenings at Artisphere felt a little disconnected from the rest of the festival 

at times.  That being said, the staff, accommodations, presentation (bumpers and titles), parties and overall 

attendance more than made up for it.  You guys care about your festival and filmmakers and it shows. 

We had a wonderful time.  It was well-organized and very filmmaker-friendly.  The accommodations and 

communication were stellar.  The parties were a blast.

It was awesome. Definitely one of the most organized festivals I have attended. The instructions after 

acceptance were super clear and easy to follow. In general, everything was clear and easy to follow.



Thoughts from Audience Members

I had a GREAT time at the "Best of" screening. The films were so creative, compelling, and entertaining.  I 

talked about it all weekend, and hope I can go again next year!"

Everything was excellent!  I really liked the fact that there were a lot of international films and that the 

afterparty was free!

Loved it. This was my first year at the DC Shorts and it's an event that I'll look forward to attending in the 

years to come.  

The Atlas Arts Center was beautiful and gave me an excuse to get down to the now-thriving H Street area.

I LOVED the closing party at Atlas — the open bar, entertainment, food, and the crowd were great.

The films were all very good.  We enjoyed the formatting and layout of the films.  The manner in which 

they were presented was fun and enjoyable.

As a yearly attendee, I can say that generally the Festival is really good, though I'd like more ""Best of..."" 

screenings because the other collections run at the same time or day.

This was my first time to DC Shorts and overall, it was a great festival. I know I will return next year!  Keep 

up the good work!"

Loved it!   I didn't love all the films, but a few really excellent ones made up for the mediocre ones.  I 

also LOVE the "HUNGRY for more than film?" discount flier!  What a great idea and an excellent way to 

demonstrate supportive local organizations.

The variety of films were great! I like how a dramatic film would be balanced with a comedic film after. A 

great environment for the showcase!

Loved the whole idea and organization of it!  Well done!  The films we saw were cute, and I think for the 

quality the price was very fair.

I only attended one show, but I was surprised by the diversity of films.  There were films from different 

parts of the world and I think that made the experience even more unique. 



 Partners



DC SHORTS STAFF 
& INTERNS
Thomas Achilles

Savannah Bailey

Jon Gann

Mercedes Jara

Joshua Katinsky

Ben Krieger

Jenny McFarlane

Joann Pham

Alexander Sirlin

DC FILM ALLIANCE 
BOARD
Anne Carpenter

Catherine Cleary

Jon Gann

Jermaine Mountain

Christian Oh

Connie Poole

Jackie Steven

Wui PIng Yip

FILM & SCRIPT 
SCREENERS
Timothy Aluise

Dyane Amos

John Asalone

Courtney Atkins

Lee Ayres

Jessica Bachay

Christian Barclay

Nichole Bardin

Lisa Baylin

Justine Bello

Pierce Bello

Priya Bhatia

Antonello Bocchino

Mietek Boduszynski

Siobhan Boland

Steve Bradford

Sandra Brennan

Collette Briscoe

Maya Brod

Jneanelle Brown

Neisha Yvette Bryan

Sarah Cannon

Cassie M. Chew

Alicia Chou

Kimberly Cockrell

LaRue Cook

Glenn Court

Denene Crabbs

Julie Creaby

Eric Crossley

Aaron Cuny

Anna Cuny

Sydney-Chanele Dawkins

Faith Deveaux

Lena Diaw

Ashima Duggal

Cyle Durkee

Vaughn Edelson

Leslie Eldridge

Andrea Ellis

Gene Ertel

Joe Flood

Fayette Fox

Haley Fults

Tim Gabel

Thomas Garloch

Avery Gimble

Nancy Golden

Stefan Grossman

Lindsay Handelsman

Nick Hanes

Amanda Harris

Caitlin Hartman

Stacey Havard

Christi Hoag

Deonna Hodges

Kris Holodak

Vicky Huang

Martha Hunt

Mercedes Jara

Alex  Johnson

Michelle Johnson

Art Jones

James Kalinger

Joshua Katinsky

Sarah Kellogg

Leslie Kenna

Jameela Khan

Dana King

Anna Kuehl

Denis Kulagin

Nandini Lal

Bart Landry

Elizabeth Leshen

Isabella Leung

Cara Lewis

John Link

Jo Lee  Loveland Link

Allison Lyzenga

Juliet Maggio

Wayne Manigo

Stacie Marinelli

Ken Markison

Marlene Markison

Romella McNeil

John Metherell

Kristen Milstead

Terri Mintz

Phil Mitchell

Robin Morris

Eleanor  Morrison 

Torri Mumm

Jo Ann Myles

Noor Naghmi

Kobie Nichols

Robin Noonan-Price

Kendall Nordin

Ray Orkwis

Risa Ozdemir

Shelia Paige

Margee Parikh

Steve Pearcy

Catherine Picard

Graham Pilato

Rita Pinheiro

Eric Pinkerton

Cecelia Pizano

Cathryn Poff

Wendy Pond

Thomas Quinn

Chantal Quintero

Anthony Quintero

Macaulley Quirk

Holly Race

Milind Raje

Sheri Ratick Stroud

Mary Ratliff

Danielle Reich

Julie Richer

Britany Rickett

Irelene  Ricks

Cadence Roberts

Jacquelyn Roberts

Darya Rose

Nicolas Rubio

Greg Russell

Holly Russo

Annie Elizabeth Ryan

Alyssa Schimmel

Lisa Scott

Jennifer Shapiro

Manoj Singh

Caroline Smith

Loren Sonnenberg

Renee Sonsino

Christina Sorrento

Jack Stapleton

Katrina Suarez

Kirsta Suggs

Jeff Sural

Vinnie Taranto

Amy Tasillo

Kate Taylor

Jes Therkelsen

Molly Thompson

Todd Trafford

Sylvia Turner

Lois Tuttle

Paul Von Schadd

Neville Waters

Jeffrey Weber

Russ Webster

Linda Weir

Miki Wilkins

Kristen Willard

Diane Williams

Vanessa Williams

Nancy Williams

June Wilson

Susan Winchell

Frank Wisswell

Nicole Witenstein

Lory Yudin

SPECIAL THANKS
Sarah Armstrong

Julianne Brienza

Patrick Calder

Gene Cowan

Joe Flood

Tim Gable

Laura Gross

Phillipa Hughes

Laine Kaplowitz

Svetlana Legetic 

Lora Moinkoff

Chris Petrilli

Perry Smith

The DC Shorts Film Festival 

is funded in part by the DC 

Commission on the Arts 

& Humanities, an agency 

supported in part by the National 

Endowment for the Arts.

The DC Film Salon is supported in 

part by the Morris & Gwendolyn 

Cafritz Foundation and many 

others who share our vision.

Web site developed by Patrick 

Calder, The Design Foundry.

On-screen graphics and video 

servers created by Gene Cowan, 

Cowan Creative.

The DC Film Alliance, which 

organizes the DC Shorts Film 

Festival, is a non-profit group that 

serves and strengthens the media 

arts in the greater Washington 

DC region by bringing together 

filmmakers and the public to 

participate in diverse film, video, 

television, and multimedia 

programs. 

Thanks!


