DC Shorts 2010 by the numbers....
$240K+ was spent by festival organizers, the audience and filmmakers in the Penn Quarter
neighborhood over the course of 3 days of competition and 4 days of general screenings.
97 films were screened from 11 countries, which were selected from more than 804 entries. 107
filmmakers attended the event from 4 countries and 14 states.
5,218 tickets were sold -- an increase of 21% over 2009. In addition, 74 VIP passes were purchased
for the 22 competition screenings, of which 8 were sold out.
720 people attended "Best of DC Shorts" screenings.
Filmmakers stayed in 34 hotel rooms and 22 private homes during the competition weekend,
resulting in over

$16,324 in hotel and transportation charges.

The Celebrity Party at Madam Tussauds was attended by more than 137 guests, who consumed

410 mini burgers and pizza rolls, and ate 4 cheese platters .
432 film lovers purchased tickets the Grand Bash at on U. S. Navy Memorial Plaza and Heritage
Center (another 80 crashed the event and 200+ watched the bands on the pubic plaza),
consuming 2,200 hors d'oeuvres, 4 kegs of beer, 52 bottles of wine and 27 bottles of vodka.
107 "feed-a-filmmaker" passes were distributed to visiting filmmakers, who ate 204 meals at our
sponsors' restaurants, leaving $471 worth of tips, and consuming an additional $3,560 worth of
food and beverages.

3,130 audience members also purchased meals in Penn Quarter, eating $55,147 worth of food
and beverages, spending $9,926 in gratuities.
4,649 attendees arrived by Metro, with an average of $8,135 of fares purchased. Another 204
people parked their cars — many in area garages, totaling $2,040 in parking charges. There was a
15% decrease in the use of cars to arrive to the festival -- making for a greener audience!
10,000 postcards and 40,000 catalogs — all with sponsors' logos — were distributed at more
than 42 restaurants and 97 shops in the neighborhood, and handed out to 1,200 people at the
Arts-On-Foot celebration.

25,949 people visited our web site, dcshorts.com, during the week, viewing 77,169 pages,
including 879 hits to the listing of sponsors, resulting in 477 clicks through to their web sites.
Our media machine was able to generate an additional 17 newspaper articles, 16 community and
newspaper listings, 3 segments on radio and TV, and 47 blog entries consisting of listings and full
articles/reviews. Our total media coverage reached an total audience of more than 3,750,000
unique individuals.
Information compiled from after-event surveys to audience members, filmmakers and festival staff. Numbers are averages and have been calculated from sample data.

Summary of the Events
Opening Night Screening
On Thursday, we welcomed more than 100 filmmakers and 520 audience members to the opening
night screening which showed in two venues. The moving "Prayers for Peace" and the quirky "Sucker
Punch" walked away with the Audience Favorite awards for the night. While both screenings played
to large audiences, it was the hip Celebrity Party that the filmmakers talked about for days.
Celebrity Party
More than 130 revelers attended the Celebrity Party hosted by Madam Tussauds. Dozens of wax
figures loomed in the background, as guests munched on miniburgers and pizza rolls provided by
Matchbox, cheese platters from Cowgirl Creamery and Rogue Creamery, and beverages by Stella
Artois, Ketel One, Barefoot Wines and Honest Tea. Several political and show business look-alikes
were also in attendance, courtesy of the film "Just About Famous," making it difficult to figure out
which celebrities were made of wax — and which ones were real!
Filmmaker Seminars
DC Shorts was pleased to present two seminars from renowned indie filmmaker, Kelley Baker, and
a special presentation by Grace Eyre of Mac Business Solutions. More than 140 visiting and local
filmmakers, college students and industry professionals attended each presentation, and learned
about film distribution, budgeting, tips for creating a feature film on a budget of less than $5,000,
and so much more. From our surveys, filmmakers felt that access to these seminars provided crucial
information for their future projects.
Music by Prudence
We were honored this year to host Academy Award-winning director, Roger Ross Williams (Best
Documentary Short, 2010) for a special screening of his film, "Music by Prudence." Over 170 people
packed the E Street Cinema to watch the heartwarming film, and stay for a moderated disucssion.
Friday and Saturday Screenings
Filmmakers were delighted to see that most of the weekend's shows were sold out, or played to nearcapacity. The second venue (U.S. Navy Memorial) allowed us to accommodate more patrons -- which
is one reason for the 21% increase in tickets sold. In between screenings, filmmakers spent time at
one of the many restaurants which participated in the Feed-a-Filmmaker program.
The Grand Bash
Greeted by search lights illuminating the downtown skies, guests were graciously welcomed by
DC Shorts volunteers and an army of paparazzi to the Grand Bash party at the U.S. Navy Memorial.
Christylez Bacon, the Thrilltones, and Eva Brontosautrus rocked out on the Plaza, while delicious hors
d'oeuvres supplied from Whole Foods on P Street were served. Specially-created coctials from Ketel
One were served, along with beer from Stella Artois, tea and juice from Honest Tea, and a selection of
wines from Barefoot Wines. Guest and Filmmakers mingled together discussing everything from their
favorite shorts to upcoming production projects. Since the event is held on a public plaza, more than
250 additional revelers join in the fun and danced the night away.
Arts-on-Foot Free Family Films
The Free Family Screenings at both theater locations were attended by a record audience of over

380 people. Feedback from parents and kids about the films was enthusiastic. At our Arts-on-Foot tent,
volunteers passed out more than 1,000 catalogs in a crowd of over 22,000 attendees..
Awards Brunch
Hosted through the generosity of Clyde's of Gallery Place, more than 120 filmmakers and guests
attended the Awards Brunch. Prizes from Apple Computer, Showbiz Software, and Gibson Guitar were
distributed to the honored filmmakers. The custom trophies created by the Washington Glass School
were presented by festival founder, Jon Gann. In total, 15 awards were presented (6 filmmaker awards
and 9 Audience Favorites.)
Best of DC Shorts Screening
DC Shorts ended the week of film by presenting two different showcases of the award-winning films.
Both evening shows played to sold-out houses — over 500 people attended, and another 200+ skiped
work and saw the afternoon screenings! As has become the tradition, we will present the showcases
again during the winter months.
Live Script Reading
The DC Shorts Screenplay Competition is the highlight of the annual ScriptDC event — the region's
largest screenwriting conference. This project is a cooperative effort between DC Shorts, Women in Film
& Video, TIVA-DC and the Actors' Center. 127 screenplays were received, and 6 finalists will be read in
front of a live audience on October 16. The audience will choose their favorite script, and the winner will
receive a $2,000 prize, and a guaranteed screening in DC Shorts 2011.

Audience Feedback and Survey Results
Within a week of the festival, online surveys were completed by 268 audience members (a sample size of
5.2%) The percentages are followed by the number of respondents.
What did you think of...
EXCELLENT

GOOD

FAIR

POOR

General quality of the films

46%

43%

7%

1%

Variety of the films

58

36

4

1

Theatrical Venues

60

37

3

0

Ticketing and Reservations

40

42

11

6

Quality of Projection

48

42

7

1

Question & Answer Sessions

31

49

16

2

Seminars and Classes

41

54

4

0

Celebrity Party

58

31

6

3

Grand Bash

48

42

6

2

Festival Program Guide

46

43

8

1

dcshorts.com website

34

55

8

1

Social Media Outreach

27

54

18

0

Email blasts

24

49

20

1

Our Volunteers and Staff

58

38

2

0

Our Sponsors

45

46

7

0

How did you find out about DC Shorts 2010?
dcshorts.com web site			

23%

Festival Catalog or Postcard			

17

On Tap Magazine (print or blog)		

4

Washington Post or Express			

18

Blogs or Listserves				

6

Other newspaper or magazine		

5

Email blast from dcshorts.com		

11

Family, friend or filmmaker			

34

Festival Demographics
Audience Members:				

Filmmakers in Attendance:

37% Male					

64% Male

62% Female					

36% Female

35% are between the ages of 18-29			

24% are between the ages of 18-29

27% between 30-39				

52% between 30-39

16% between 40-50				

16% between 40-50

52% live in Washington, DC				

20% live in the Washington, DC metropolitan area

25% in Maryland					

64% traveled from other cities in the US

15% in Virginia					

16% traveled from outside the US

8% from out of the metropolitan area

Media Coverage
Our media coordinator, Abbe Watson (Scott Circle Communication), was able to secure media coverage
in dozens of newspapers, magazines, blogs and community listings. A complete list of our media
coverage is available at www.dcshorts.com/in-the-news. A summary of the outlets that covered DC
Shorts 2010 are:
Newspapers & Magazines				

Blogs				

BROADCAST

The Washington Post (multiple sections)

TBD.com		

Comcast Newsmaker

On Tap Magazine

Daily Candy

WUSA Morning Show

The Connection Newspapers

Penn Quarter Living 		

NewsChannel 8/TBD.com

Washingtonian Magazine			

DCist

WAMU Radio

GoingOutGuide
MetroBlogs: DC
Washington City Paper
DC Examiner
Where Traveler
About.com

Thoughts from Filmmakers
"Frankly I was impressed. I thought the programming was very good and the parties were a lot of
fun."
"All in all it was a great experience and one that I would recommend to other friends and filmmakers."
"Great selection of films, great venues, very well organized, Jon and all the volunteers were fantastic. "
"I particularly enjoyed the opportunities to meet other filmmakers. It was super well-organized but
there was a relaxed vibe to everything that made it easy to meet other filmmakers."
"DC Shorts was, by far, my favorite festival I've attended."
"It was a wonderful, fun and artistic experience. I felt appreciated as a filmmaker and inspired by the
people around me. The entire event was well organized, easy to get to, and the volunteers made you
feel immediately comfortable."
"The theatre was comfortable and the projections were good. Also the volunteers and staff seemed
well informed and helpful. And the swag bag was fun!"
"Jon, you're gentleman and a scholar from the ass to the collar, and host a great festival. We hope
to return next year. I thought it was an amazing festival with great films. The atmosphere was
professional but laid back which was a great combo."
"Kelley Baker was awesome. Could have listend to him for twice as long!"
"I thought it was THE best festival I have attended as a filmmaker or film fan. Loved the extreme
variety of films, the voting structure, and the fact that our film played with the same group and
screened 3 times. Great party at Navy Memorial -- and the staff and volunteers were top notch!"
"Thanks again for making it a fantastic experience. I am promoting the hell out of it! I hope to visit
many more times as a filmmaker and audience member."
"I was utterly amazed that the food never ran out at any of the parties. Usually there is a rush at the
food and then nothing, but it seemed like the food was endless, which I have to say was impressive.
Of course that wasn't the only thing that I loved. I loved the fact that it was in DC, and I spent one of
the days sightseeing. I loved that the quality of film was beyond expectation. I loved that the staff
was friendly and attentive which made me feel welcomed. I had already heard that DC Shorts is a
"filmmakers festival" so I was prepared to get pampered, but again, WAY beyond expectations."
"Overall, this festival is awesome..one of the best for filmmakers to attend."

Thoughts from Audience Members
"I can't wait for next year, when I hope to see EVERY film."
"This was my first year, and it was fantastic! I will definitely go back next year and spread the word!
Such a great variety of Shorts, and great quality/experience for the money. Much more entertaining
than spending $15 for one regular movie at the theatres. "
"I really enjoyed my three screenings. The voluteers and staff were friendly, enthusiastic, helpful and
knowledgable and seemed to work as a team. Enjoyed the films, voting, and the theaters were really
nice venues."
"This was only the second year I have gotten off my bottom to get to the festival. As with last year, I
absolutely love the festival. The variety of films, the myriad subjects, the visions into so many people's
talent, all astound me."
"Awesome. Great films, perfect location and fantastic filmmakers. Thanks so much for bringing it all
together."
"What attracted me most were the films (and their descriptions in the catalog, which were passed
out to me by a volunteer as I was walking through Eastern Market). I appreciated that the subject
matter was varied, often humorous, and very approachable, even for audiences that are usually scared
off from film festivals from the perception that they're elitest/obscure/snobby. The actual event was
better than I had hoped, and my expectations for a good time were high. I definitely shopped for a
showcase that appealed to me, rather than try to see them all. Overall, great, and hoping to go again
in the future."
"The films were all amazing...even the experiementals I didn't get were all well made and great to
watch. I bought the VIP Pass, which was great. Also, I loved having my tickets emailed to me before
hand, which made it easier to print the bunch out at once. I enjoyed the hand ballots for voting verses
texting or calling in my vote. I wished I had more time to use the coupons, but they were great to
have around. Looking forward to next year!"
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DC Shorts Interns and Staff
Madeline Chessman
Jon Gann
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Catherine Litten
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DC Film Alliance Board
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Jon Gann
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Jackie Steven
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Dyane Amos
Jessica Bachay
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Darya Bobryakova
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Sophia Bushong
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Chris Chang
Alicia Chou
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LaRue Cook
Caroline D’Agati
Sun King Davis
Sydney-Chanele Dawkins
Lisa Denny
Lena Diaw
Kelly Donnellan
Cyle Durkee
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Andrea Ellis
Gene Ertel
Catherine Featherston
Bettina Fisher
Timothy Gabel
Debora Galeano
Scott Garber
Molly Gill
Victor Goldberg
Nancy Golden
Alyssa Gowens
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Anthony Greene
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Heather Haines
Hal Handerson
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Christi Hoag
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Ariel Medley
John Metherell
Phil Mitchell
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Torri Mumm
Jo Ann Myles
Robin Noonan-Price
Lydia O’Connor
Sheila Paige
Steve Pearcy
Cecelia Pizano
Wendy Pond
Chantal Quintero
Anthony Quintero
Irelene Ricks
Cadence Roberts
Marco Rossi
Nicolas Rubio
Holly Russo
Annie Elizabeth Ryan
Alyssa Schimmel
Susan Shields
Delacey Skinner
Caroline Smith
Jack Stapleton
Scott Stiens
Brit Strickland
Sheri Stroud
Kate Taylor
Jaia Thomas
Molly Thompson
Todd Trafford
Sylvia Turner
Scott Vermillion
Cid Walker
Neville Waters
Linda Weir
George West
Cynthia Wilcox
Kristen Willard
Susan Winchell
Deirdre Wright
Pilar Wyman
Haley Zachary
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The DC Shorts Film Festival is funded in
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The DC Film Alliance, which organizes
the DC Shorts Film Festival, is a non-profit
group that serves and strengthens the
media arts in the greater Washington DC
region by bringing together filmmakers
and the public to participate in diverse
film, video, television, and multimedia
programs.
Visit the area’s most complete calendar
of film events, screening and activites at
dcfilm.org

